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DEPARTMENT FOR SECRETARY VANCE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, NATO 

SUBJECT: SYG LUNS REPLY TO SECRETARY VANCE'S LETTER ON FY 78 
US DEFENSE BUDGET REVISIONS 

REF: STATE 39047 (DTG 20222 1Z FEB 77) 

1 . IN LETTER DATED MARCH 8 TO SECRETARY VANCE, SYG LUNS 
RESPONDED TO THE SECRETARY'S COMMUNICATION (REFTEL) OUTLINING 
REVISIONS TO THE US FISCAL YEAR 1978 DEFENSE BUDGET. 

2. BEGIN TEXT SGY LETTER: 

AMBASSADOR STRAUSZ-HUPE HAS HANDED ME YOUR LETTER OF THE 
2 1ST FEBRUARY, 1977 BY WHICH YOU ARE GOOD ENOUGH TO IDENTIFY 
FOR ME THE MAJOR MODIFICATIONS IN THE DEFENCE BUDGET WHICH 
PRESIDENT CARTER INTENDED TO PROPOSE. 

NEEDLESS TO SAY I AM STUDYING YOUR LETTER WITH GREAT 
ATTENTION AND NO DOUBT I WILL WISH TO COME BACK TO ITS 
CONTENTS ONCE THIS STUDY HAS BEEN COMPLETED. MY PRESENT 
LETTER, THEREFORE, ONLY SERVES TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
COURTESY IN KEEPING ME INFORMED AND FOR EXPLAINING TO ME THE 
CONSIDERATIONS AND PRIORITIES WHICH ARE BEHIND THE 
PRESIDENT'S PROPOSALS. 

END TEXT 
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3. SIGNED ORIGINAL FOLLOWS BY POUCH. STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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